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The Tools & Outdoor business at Stanley Black & Decker maintains an acute awareness of and 
responsibility for the potential health & safety impacts on its customer base. As a global leader in tools 
and outdoor products, we build safety into all our products with a conscious, disciplined and prioritized 
quality management system. SBD’s product development processes include tollgates for product safety 
review, and extensive testing is conducted on our products to ensure safety. Safety information from 
this process is consistently communicated to customers and end users.  
 
To align with ISO9001 Quality Management, we require certification to applicable safety standards for 
all legacy Stanley Black & Decker products. These products are tested to regional, national, and 
international standards by independent third parties including but not limited to UL, DEKRA, VDE and 
CSA, as well as our own internally developed tests based on the output of our safety review process. 
There are a few exemptions regarding the 3rd party certification requirement for low-risk products such 
as flashlights, stud finders, and radios. In those cases, safety tests and design requirements are met and 
documented internally.  
 
The product development process also triggers safety reviews for all products at various development 
milestones including Milestone 2 (conceptual design), Milestone 4 (approval to release funds for 
tooling), and Milestone 6 (approval for saleable production). These milestones also include a review of 
product labeling and manuals to ensure safety and operational hazards are identified for the end user, 
as shown in the example from a DeWalt Cordless Power Tool User Manual (Figure 1) and the MTD Ride 
On Mower Safety Label (Figure 2). These activities demonstrate SBD’s commitment to share information 
on the safe use of the product (or service) with its customers (GRI 416-1).  
 
In 2022, we integrated the MTD family of brands into our company and are in the process aligning the 
best practice from each of our safety processes. MTD is known as an outdoor power equipment industry 
leader in product safety, adhering to CPSC (16 CFR 1205 – Safety Standards for Walk-Behind Power Lawn 
Mowers). MTD was the first company to produce an operator presence control for walk behind lawn 
mowers. MTD’s “no mow in reverse” safety feature for ride-on mowers and clean-out device for snow 
throwers was in production prior to being a requirement in any safety standard. MTD remains 
committed to the on-going consideration and evaluation of new safety features and directs all end users 
to understand and follow the warnings and instructions in the Operator’s Manual. 
 
Products that include batteries include information about SBD’s commitment to safe disposal of the 
product and environmental or social impacts from recycling. Through a partnership with Call2Recycle in 
North America, SBD’s customers can recycle their batteries for free. An on-product label (Figure 3) with 
a phone number highlights this opportunity so customers can find disposal options. Furthermore, this 
past year, we launched a product end of life program for tools and household appliances through 



   

 

TerraCycle in support of the circular economy (GRI 417-1). SBD also follows all applicable product 
regulation expectations under CE marking requirements, RoHS, and REACH as required by legislation.  
 
  



   

 

Figure 1 – Safety Instruction Example – DeWalt Cordless Power Tool 

 

  



   

 

Figure 2 – Safety Labeling Example – MTD Ride On Mower 

 

 

  



   

 

Figure 3 – Battery-Containing Product Manual Excerpt and Battery Product Label 
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